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Inviting our Community to the Capay Valley Health & Community Center
Groundbreaking Ceremony October 18th at 5 pm

On Tuesday, September 7th, Yolo County Board of Supervisors 
unanimously approved 2.5 million dollars of American Rescue Plan 
funding to assist with completing the Capay Valley Health and Com-
munity Center located in Esparto. In the presentation to the Board of 
Supervisors, staff recommended 1 million dollars of ARP Funds to 
help support the project, however, district 5 Supervisor Angel Barajas 
made the motion to approved the full RISE, Incorporated proposal of 
2.5 million dollars of ARP Funds with Supervisor Don Saylor second-
ing the motion. After deliberation amongst all Yolo county Board of 
Supervisors, the motion was approved 5 - 0.

The Capay Valley Health and Community Center has been years in 
the making. Several community stakeholders and champions have 
worked in collaboration to bring a full-time Health Center to our rural 
community and residents. In recent years the Yocha Dehe Wintun 
Nation approved a proposal from RISE, Incorporated for up to 15 
million dollars to construct a new 28,000 square feet facility for

medical, dental, vision, pharmacy, mental health, social 
services, and community center. The 2.5 million approved by 
Yolo County gets us across the finish line!

We are excited to invite our community to the official ground-
breaking ceremony to take place on Monday, October 18th at 
5 pm. More information and details to follow in the Valley 
Voice and via RISE, Inc. website (www.riseinc.org) and 
newsletter ( you can subscribe to our newsletter through our 
website).

                Submitted by Tico Zendejas
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VALLEY VOICE AD RATES 
CLASSIFIED ADS 

25 WORDS FOR $10
 DISPLAY ADS 

Business-card size: $25 per month 
1/4 page:  $50 per month 

1/2 page:  $100 per month 
Full page:  $200 per month 

      For more information, and yearly discounts email
                   ValleyVoice@riseinc.org 

 

Valley Voice Subscription Form 
 Let all your friends and relatives know that for just $25 per year we will mail 
them each month’s edition! This is a perfect way to keep up to date with all  
the Capay Valley news and events.  Complete the order below. 
Name:  ________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:   _______________________________ 
City, State: _____________________________________ 
Phone Number:__________________________________ 
Please Select: 

 One Year: $25.00  (12 editions)    Two Years: $50.00  (24 editions) 
Please make checks out to RISE Inc. Mail to: RISE Inc. at P.O. Box  545, Esparto, 
CA 95627 or drop off at the office at 57317 Fremont Street in Esparto. 
You may also sign up for the RISE e-newsletter on the RISE, Inc. website at 
www.riseinc.org. When you enter your e-mail address under the Get E-mail Updates,  you 
will receive our e-newsletter with links to the Valley Voice so you can read it online. 

The Valley Voice 
P.O. Box 133 

Esparto, CA  95627 
 For article inquires, send an e-mail message to Monique Preciado, Editor, at  
ValleyVoice@riseinc.org For  billing inquir ies or  ad r ates, call (530) 787-4110. All 
articles are due on/before the 20th of each month. Ads must be paid in advance 
and accounts must be paid up to date by the 20th of each month. We reserve the right 
to edit articles at our discretion, due to space limitations and other criteria. Articles 
published do not necessarily express the views of the Valley Voice editor. The Valley 
Voice is published monthly in partnership with Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, 
RISE, Inc., & Esparto Unified School District.  

 
 
 

 

 

Yolo County Begins Administering Pfizer Booster to 
Eligible Residents

 
(Woodland, CA) – Yolo County will begin administering Pfizer 
booster doses after the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) autho-
rized and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 
the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) recommended 
members of certain population groups receive a booster dose of the 
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine at least 6 months after receiving their 
second Pfizer dose. Booster doses are currently only available for 
those who received Pfizer vaccine. Residents who received the Mod-
erna or Johnson & Johnson vaccines will have to wait for these boost-
ers to authorized and made available.
 
A booster (third) dose is recommended for individuals in the follow-
ing groups who completed their 2-dose primary series of Pfizer 
vaccine at least 6 months ago:
Age 65 years and older or residing in a long-term care facility, or
Age 50 through 64 years with underlying medical conditions
 
Booster doses have also been authorized for those who completed 
their 2-dose series of Pfizer vaccine at least 6 months ago and are 
either age 18 through 64 with underlying medical conditions, or age 
18 through 64 and at increased risk of COVID-19 exposure and 
transmission because of occupational or institutional setting. There is 
less evidence to support the need for boosters in these groups, and 
individuals are encouraged to discuss with their health care provider 
whether they would benefit from a booster at this time. Occupations at 
increased risk for COVID-19 exposure and transmission include:
 
First responders (healthcare workers, firefighters, police, congregate 
care staff)
 • Education staff (teachers, support staff, daycare workers)
 • Food and agriculture workers
 • Manufacturing workers
 • Corrections workers
 • Postal workers
 • Public transit workers
 • Grocery store workers...

Continued on page 8 
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Lucy's Cafe & Farm Pantry

While Cadena Farm has been a mainstay in the Capay Valley since 1971, Lucy’s Cafe & Farm 
Pantry just celebrated its first year in business this past July. The connection to both is an Esparto 
original, owner and operator, Stephen Ramon Gordon; the eldest Grandson of the late Ramon 
Cadena and the eldest son of 1982 Almond Queen, Laura Maria Gordon.  Respectively, after taking 
over operations of the family farm in 2018, Stephen diligently re-established the homestead with the 
help of his business partners and younger brothers, Charlie & Mathew Gordon. Celebrating its 50th 
year in operation this year, Cadena Farm facilitates the Davis Farmers Market, the Capital City 
Farmers Market in Sacramento and inside Lucy’ Cafe, five days a week. 

After taking over the Cafe space in March of 2020, right at the height of the pandemic, Stephen 
naturally integrated the family farm into his new business with an emphasis on providing “farm 

fresh produce & pantry items from local small farm vendors, and the best coffee in town”. Named after his late Grandmother, the late 
Lucilla Cadena, Lucy’s Cafe & Farm Pantry is Stephen’s brainchild and a reflection of his twenty years in the hospitality business. Farm-
ing is in my bloodline Stephen says,” But cooking and coffee is my passion”. Being able to connect all three, using ingredients I plant, 
pick and then cook with, is incredibly fulfilling.

 Lucy’s Cafe is located at 16876 Yolo Ave, and is open Monday-Friday 6AM/2PM & Saturday 7AM/3PM (Closed Sunday). Lucy’s offers 
a full Coffee & Espresso bar, a weekly rotating sandwich special, as well as family soups recipes (Just Like Lucy made)  salads as well as 
fresh food on the go, locally sourced from right here in the Capay Valley. “We take a lot of pride in sourcing our products from our friends 
and neighbors. We may run out of things, but we don’t own a freezer or microwave and I feel that says a lot”. 

The memories of Ramon and Lucy continue to inspire Stephen & his family to press on, growing food and caretaking the ranch. 

You can connect with Lucy’s Café & Farm Pantry on Instagram at @Lucy’s.cafe.pantry and with Cadena Ranch at @cadena_Farm
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   Esparto Unified School District
     

EUSD Excellence in Education

Esparto Unified School District celebrates the following 
employees for their continued support of our students and our 
community. 

Esparto Middle School News
Aman Kullar, Principal

October is World Bullying Prevention Month
 
 Did you know that, in our nation, 1 out of every 6 students 
have reported that they have experienced some sort of bullying? In 
an effort to promote a culture of equality and inclusivity, Esparto 
Middle School is participating in the 15th Annual World Bullying 
Prevention Month. 

Esparto Middle School’s number one priority has always been to 
ensure that all students feel safe at school. In order to keep 
students safe at school, it is essential that there be an effort to 
prevent bullying. This month, our Rise Counselors will be reach-
ing out to all of the 6th, 7th, and 8th graders to present them with 
information about bullying. These presentations and activities will 
be covering various topics related to bullying, such as: 

What bullying is… the different forms of bullying 
Cyberbullying and how we can prevent/reduce it
The serious mental and physical impacts that bullying has on the 
victims 
Ways we can stand up against bullying

Our counselors also hope to equip students with strategies to use in 
order to heal from being the victim of bullying or being the bully. 
We are hoping that through the collaboration between our counsel-
ors, staff, and leadership students, we will be able to encourage our 
students to stomp out bullying! 

Aman Kullar
Principal
Esparto Middle School 
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Esparto Elementary School is PAWSome!

We have launched our first official school year as a PBIS school and it is 
so exciting to see the positive impact it is having on our students 
already! 
Many kids struggle with behavior in school. When schools react only 
with punishment, students don’t learn the skills they need to improve. 
That’s where positive behavioral interventions and supports (PBIS) 
comes in. 
PBIS is a proactive approach schools use to improve school safety and 
promote positive behavior. The focus of PBIS is prevention, not punish-
ment.
At its heart, PBIS is meant to teach students positive behavior strategies 
, just as they would teach about any other subject — like reading or 
math. In our school, all students learn about positive behavior. This 
includes kids with IEPs and 504 plans.
With PBIS we recognize that students can only meet behavior expecta-
tions if they know what the expectations are. Everyone learns what’s 
considered appropriate behavior. And we use a common language to talk 
about it. Throughout the school day — in class, at lunch, and on the bus 
— students understand what’s expected of them. We have begun teach-
ing lessons on behavior expectations and have posted signs around 
campus for students and staff to reference. 
Our staff uses PAWSome tickets to recognize students for meeting 
behavior expectations. They can earn them anywhere and at any time. 
Every Friday we recognize students by drawing names of kids that 
earned a PAWSome ticket for a special prize! 
According to research, PBIS leads to better student behavior. In many 
schools that use PBIS, students get fewer detentions and suspensions. 
They also earn better grades. There’s also some evidence that PBIS may 
lead to less bullying. We are so excited to be a PBIS school too! Go 
Cubs! 

October Important dates:
10/1 EHS Homecoming Parade

10/12 Picture Day 
10/13 Minimum Day 12:30 PM Release

10/18-10/22 Mondavi Center Virtual Field Trip
10/25-10/29 Red Ribbon Week
10/27 School Board Meeting 

10/28 Fall Festival 

Bullying Prevention Awareness 

Many organizations and schools across the country join 
STOMP out Bullying by observing National Bullying 
Prevention Month. EUSD is joining in so we can work 
together with our schools, community and partners to stop 
bullying and cyberbullying. We hope to put an end  to hatred 
and racism by increasing awareness of the frequency and 
impact bullying has on children of all ages. Everyone can 
participate and be involved. 

October 4th is WEAR BLUE in support of the “World 
Day of Bullying Prevention”. Join us as we wear BLUE 
together. Share your support on social media through #Blue-
Up. Throughout the month our schools will do a variety of 
activities to engage our students in the importance of being 
kind and standing up for themselves and others. 
Week of October 4
Focus: Make friends with someone you don’t know

Week of October 11
Focus: Stand UP for others

Week of October 18
Focus: Week of Inclusion

Week of October 25
Focus: Have a conversation amongst peers at your 
school

The more awareness that is created and shared helps in 
putting an end to bullying. Additional information can be 
found at the Stomp Out Bullying site: https://www.stom-
poutbullying.org/national-bullying-preven-
tion-awareness-month

Submitted by Christina Goennier



Volume 23, Edition 10,  October 2021                                       6

20th Annual Platinum Taste of Capay to Support the Career Technical Education Building at Esparto High 
School | October 31, 2021 1 pm to 5 pm

Capay Valley Vision is pleased to once again host the 20th Annual Taste of Capay, to be held at Taber Ranch Vineyard & Event Center, 
16628 County Road 81, Capay, CA  95607.

Taste of Capay is one of Capay Valley’s favorite events and features a delectable, multi-course farm dinner, sourced from Capay Valley’s 
very own home-grown produce, meats and other products.  All is prepared by the Full Belly Kitchen and guest Chefs.  The delightful fare 
will include local wines & olive oils.  There will be plenty of activities including music, silent auction and even a live auction during 
dinner.

Capay Valley Vision Board President Matthew Trask has these comments to share about the event, “Taste of Capay has become a tradi-
tion in Yolo County by bringing our community together every year to celebrate the end of the harvest season. What more could you ask 
for than spending a day in the countryside enjoying great local food made by local chefs, and a great lineup of entertainment”. 

Proceeds will go towards a matching-funds grant for the building of the Career Technical Education Building at Esparto High School, 
which will include Culinary, Graphic Arts and Welding programs.  

Thank you to our Sponsors: Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation is a 20th Anniversary Platinum level sponsor ($10,000+). Taber Ranch Vineyard 
& Event Center is a sponsor at the “Gold” level ($5,000+), Fully Belly Farm, and Cobram Estate are sponsors at the “Silver” level 
($2,500+), The Heitman Foundation, Chamberlain Farms and Farm Credit West are sponsors at the “Bronze” ($500+) level. Due to the 
timing of this publication, not all sponsors are listed. Sponsorships are still available.  You can contact Event Coordinator Caitlin Zavala 
at caitlin.zavala2@gmail.com for more information.

Tickets are also available.  Each ticket is $60.  A table for 8 guests is $450.  All purchases can be made at www.capavalleyvision.org.

Here is the Schedule of Events:
1 pm to 2 pm  Meet & Greet, Raffle Ticket Sales, Live Music by The Bonanza King Band
2 pm to 4 pm  Dinner, Program and Live Auction
4 pm to 5 pm  Dessert

Taste of Capay is the perfect time to wrap up the year and enjoy the company of friends and neighbors.  It’s also a great time to meet new 
people and share ideas and goodwill. 

About Capay Valley Vision  CVV was created to enhance ongoing communications within the diverse Capay Valley, reflecting all opin-
ions and searching for common ground on the future vision for the Capay Valley. Recognizing that change is inevitable, the organization 
endeavors to guide change in a way that best preserves the Valley's rural character, agriculture, history and natural environment, while 
supporting and promoting a local vital economy. The address for CVV is P.O. Box 799, Esparto, CA 95627. 

Submitted by:
Caitlin Zavala, Event Coordinator
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Thoughts on National Hispanic Heritage Month and the Capay Valley

 Every year since 1968, National Hispanic Heritage Month September 15 - October 15, celebrates the contributions of those of 
Hispanic ancestry who have enriched the cultural and historical landscape of the United States. The term “Hispanic” includes Latin 
America, some portions of the Caribbean, and Spain. This year’s National Hispanic Heritage Month is titled “Esperanza: A Celebration of 
Hispanic Heritage and Hope”. It’s a time to focus on the ways in which Hispanics have positively shaped the United States. The month 
also acknowledges the contributions of notable Hispanic people. These include modern Economist Esteban Rossi-Hansberg, astronaut 
Ellen Ochoa, labor leader Caesar Chavez, singer Ariana Grande, and venture capitalist Samara Mejia Hernandez.
 
 Beyond the Hispanic influence in American and Californian cultures, are the ways in which the Capay Valley has been shaped by 
its Hispanic history. In addition to those Hispanics whose names appear in historical Valley archives, are many more important individu-
als. Tens of thousands of Hispanics have lived and worked here. They shared their cultural wisdom on growing food in drought, flood, 
heat, and frost. They helped the Valley endure its changes, beyond the coming and going of industries, earthquake, depression, recession, 
and inflation. These are people we will never know, the visionaries and the laborers, whose memories are held only by those who knew 
them. But their legacy is all around us.
 
 There’s a study that was done in London where people were asked to complete a crossword puzzle. Researchers found that 
puzzles finished in a room where puzzles had already been done resulted in faster completion times. What this means to me is that the 
Valley benefits from the accomplishments of those who have come before in ways we may not fully understand but can nevertheless 
appreciate. In acknowledging the contributions of Hispanics to the betterment of the Valley, we can celebrate where we have been, and 
rally our strengths to move forward to endure for generations to come.
 
 As Stephen Gordon of the Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce puts it, “National Hispanic Heritage Month means reflecting 
on and recognizing all the sacrifices that were made before you. As only a second generation Chicano, the hard work of my forefathers 
are still visible if you look hard enough. How so one may ask? Because the work it takes just to be in this country, let alone be successful, 
is the type of work that lasts lifetimes. By honoring this, the memory of our family journey is welded in my own path, and our story 
continues on.”

Submitted by: Katherine Bennett-Greer
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Our democracy needs YOU! Please join the 
League of Women Voters Woodland chapter.. 

The League's mission is to encourage informed and active 
participation in government.

The League provides balanced, non-partisan voter educa-
tion. Extensive research informs League positions on such 
issues as  healthcare and campaign finance. The League 

advocates for full public disclosure of campaign contribu-
tions.

 A large share of your dues goes to the State and National 
Leagues. League of Women Voters of California (LWVC) 

provides tremendous voter education. Check out the 
lwvc.org website. You can also, sign up for timely action 

alerts to be instructed on which legislators to call to support 
or oppose a particular bill. 

On the local level, the Woodland League has partnered with 
the Yolo County Elections Office on the Youth Empower-
ment Summit, offering civic engagement training to high 

school students. Before the pandemic, the League went into 
local high school classrooms to register students to vote.  
The Woodland League has hosted an annual State of the 
Community luncheon where a speaker would educate 

citizens on a variety of topics. This year the Spring Series 
offered Zoom interview sessions with local officials and a 

delivered box lunch.

This is an exciting time to be involved with the League! The 
Woodland League has a number of proposals to grow our 

membership, recruit youth and become a stronger voice for 
democracy. Please join us! Email Catherine Portman with 

questions cportman@gmail.com 

Individual membership is $65 and household membership is 
$95. Send your check to LWV Woodland, PO Box 2463,  

Woodland, CA 95776

Continued from page 2
 “Pfizer boosters are now available, but there is no need for everybody to 
rush out to get a booster vaccine,” said Yolo County Public Health 
Officer Dr. Aimee Sisson. “Two doses of the Pfizer vaccine still protect 
very well against severe disease, hospitalization, and death in most 
people. We have seen some drop in the protection against hospitalization 
in older adults over time, which is why we are recommending a booster 
for those over 65. While booster doses add protection for those already 
vaccinated, we are continuing our efforts to vaccinate the unvaccinated. 
Getting more people their first and second doses of vaccine is the most 
important step to ending this pandemic. We are taking steps to ensure the 
unvaccinated can easily get vaccinated even as booster demand increases, 
including through our home vaccine delivery program and without an 
appointment at County vaccine clinics.”
 
Pfizer booster doses are available at several locations in Yolo County, 
including retail pharmacies (Costco, Walmart, Walgreens, Rite Aid, and 
CVS) and primary care provider offices and clinics. Yolo County offers 
doses for those without other access to booster vaccines. Appointments 
for booster doses can be scheduled using the State’s MyTurn system. To 
receive a booster dose at a Yolo County clinic, residents need to bring 
proof that they received two Pfizer doses at least 6 months before and are 
asked to bring their white paper vaccine card so that it can be updated. 
Individuals who are 65 or older or unable to leave their homes can have a 
booster vaccine delivered to them through Yolo County’s call-to-order 
vaccine program. To schedule an appointment to have vaccine delivered, 
residents can call (530) 902-3230. To schedule an appointment in Span-
ish, call (530) 379-3465. To schedule an appointment in Russian, call 
(530) 902-0721. The program delivers vaccine between 9:00 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m. and will continue beyond September.    
 
The Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson vaccines are highly effec-
tive at preventing infections, hospitalizations, and death resulting from 
COVID-19 infection. Residents 12 and older who are not vaccinated are 
strongly encouraged to get vaccinated as soon as possible.
 
For more information about Yolo County’s COVID-19 vaccine program 
and opportunities to get vaccinated, visit www.yolocounty.org/coronavi-
rus-vaccine. Residents can also call Yolo 2-1-1 for related information 
and resources. For additional updates follow Yolo County on Facebook 
at: https://www.facebook.com/YoloCounty/ or Twitter at: https://twit-
ter.com/YoloCountyCA.
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Fred and Alice Manas, Owners          
25838 County Road 21A 

 Esparto California 95627 
   (530) 787-3228 
    Fax: 787-1878 

  fjmanas@sbcglobal.net 
“THE BEST PEACHES IN THE WEST” 

Manas Ranch 

 Come Join 

    

 

 

   
 

                 
      

     
 

      26797 St. Hwy 16, Esparto, CA 95627     
 (530) 787-1740

 

Burger Thursday Hours:
10:00am - 1:30pm

Single Cheese Burger Meal (chips & beverage included)
$9.00

Double Cheese Burger Meal (chips & beverage included)
$10.50

SAVE THE DATE

GROUNDBREAKING

Join us on October 18th at 5 pm in Downtown Esparto for the
Capay Valley Health and Community Center groundbreaking
ceremony. 
This new 28,000 square foot building will be a hub for health and
services for our community.
The groundbreaking will be held on the corner of Yolo Ave. and CA
16, right across from Tuli Mem Park.
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      Need Help? 
     St. Vincent de Paul 
  is available to help     
   those in need.          
  For more information call (530) 312-8967 

  
  

 

                  
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

Countryside Community Church
In partnership with

The countryside Community Church 
has changed its Food Closet Hours.

Hours of operation (Horas de operacion):

Tuesday (Martes) 2p-5p
Friday (Viernes) 2p-5p

Please come on by (por favor vengan)
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Madison Community Food Closet Distribution

The Madison Community Committee Food Closet new distribu-
tion dates are the second and fourth Monday of each month from 

4:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
(Submitted by Rachel de la Cruz) 
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Eat Well Yolo Distribution     
 

When: 1st and 3rd Thursday  

Where: RISE, Inc. office 
    17313 Fremont St.,   
  Esparto 

Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

1 PER HOUSEHOLD /  
BRING YOUR OWN BAG 

Any Family in Esparto or  
Capay Valley are Welcome! 

  Submitted by RISE Staff 

Eat Well Yolo Distribution 
 

  Cuando: 1er y 3er Jueves del mes 
  Donde: La Oficina de RISE 
  17313 Fremont Street    
                Esparto  
  Hora: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  
   1 POR FAMILIA  
  TRAIGA BOLSA 
  Familias en Esparto y  
  Capay Valley son Bienvenidas 
   Submitted by RISE Staff 

Area Food Distributions 
 RISE, Inc. manages several food distributions each month in Esparto. Madison 

Community Committee sponsors a Food Closet in Madison 2x a month. A Food Clos-
et is also held in the Guinda Grange Hall 2 x a month (2nd and 4th Mondays). Below 
is a summary of these opportunities. They are also announced in other places in this 
paper. (Call RISE office 787-4110 for more information) 

Food Bank Give - Away on the 4th  Monday of each month at the RISE office  from 
10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon. Free produce distribution on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at the 
RISE office from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
The Food Closet is open at the Countryside Community Church on Tuesdays 
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m., and on Fridays from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

 

 
The Madison Food Closet is open on the 2nd

 and 4th

 Monday’s of each month from 
4:00 -

 
5:00 p.m.to Madison residents.    

 Guinda Food Distribution every 2nd & 4th Monday’s from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m
Free produce, meat, dairy, groceries and dry goods. Held at the Guinda Grange Hall.   

 Countryside Community Church Food Distribution on Sundays at 10:00. 

Food Distribution in Guinda 
 

 
   

      
     The Valley Voice email address:  
         valleyvoice@RISEinc.org 
  Send your articles, and contributions to this address. 

If there are any changes to programs, meetings, ads, etc.   
Please let us know. 2nd & 4tth Monday’s from 10:00 am - 11:00 am. Free produce, meat, dairy, 

groceries
and dry goods. Held at the Guinda Grange Hall.
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County Of Yolo
Office Of The District Attorney Jeff W. Reisig, District Attorney

State Awards Yolo District Attorney and Public Defender Over 1 Million to Expand Sentence Reform Project

(Woodland, CA) - (July 30, 2021) – Yolo County was recently selected to be one of nine counties to receive funding for the California 
County Resentencing Pilot Project. The resentencing pilot project builds upon legislation under AB2942, which became effective January 
1, 2018, and gives prosecutors the authority to petition the court to reduce state prison sentences that no longer serve the interests of 
justice

After the passage of AB 2942, the Yolo County District Attorney was one of the first in the state to partner with “For the People,” a 
non-profit started by former San Francisco prosecutor, Hillary Blout, who drafted AB 2942 (www.fortheppl.org). Last fall, King Hall 
Professor Jack Chin in conjunction with “For the People” and the Yolo DA started a sentencing clinic course at King Hall. The students, 
under the direction of Professor Chin, assess eligible individuals and make recommendations to the DA’s office as to whether inmates 
should be considered for a sentence reduction. The DA then files a motion with the court to start the process of reducing the sentence of 
the incarcerated individual

 Since 2018, the Yolo DA has filed motions in six cases for sentence reductions.
https://yoloda.org/yolo-da-uses-new-law-to-reduce-sentence-of-prison-inmate/ https://www.davisenterprise.com/news/local/sec-
ond-chances-yolo-court-rulings-alter-two-mens-life- courses/ Despite the partnership with “For the People” and the UCD Law School, 
only a small number of cases can be reviewed annually. Recognizing the amount of work required to undertake a sentence review and the 
limited resources, “For the People” requested funding for the Resentencing Pilot Project as part of the 2021-2022 California state budget. 
Of the $18 million allotted for this program, the Yolo County District Attorney’s Office will receive $717,000 and the Public Defender’s 
Office will receive $415,000. While administering the pilot program, and in addition to identifying, investigating, and recommending 
sentence reductions, the DA must also develop and implement the pilot program policy and protocol, as well as identify and track specif-
ic measure consistent with the goals of the project, then provide data to the state on a quarterly basis.

     Cases selected for review have come from a variety of sources, including recommendations from the Public Defender’s Office, family 
members of incarcerated individuals and Yolo DA’s own internal review. The Public Defender’s Office has assisted inmates by preparing 
social histories and release plans. Those who have received sentence reductions have either undertaken extensive rehabilitative efforts 
and/or their sentence is now considered too lengthy.

“Public Safety is our main priority,” explained District Attorney Reisig. “However, if an individual has undergone rehabilitative efforts 
such that they no longer pose a threat to public safety, it is right and just to review that sentence. We also must be willing to analyze 
prison sentences that are disproportionate by today’s standards. This funding will allow us to expand our case review and continue to 
work in partnership with the Public Defender’s Office, UC Davis Law School, and “For the People.”

The pilot begins on September 1, 2021, and ends on September 1, 2024.
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Capay Valley Flora, Fauna and Farm series from Capay Valley 
Regeneration

Western Sulfur Shelf Mushroom by Pamela Bateman

One of the most colorful and easy to identify mushrooms is the West-
ern Sulfur Shelf, Laetiporus gilbertsonii, that grows in thick half 
circular layers on the sides of trees and logs. This bright orange or 
yellow fungus can be found in the Capay Valley on dead or dying oaks, 
eucalyptus and other hardwood trees. One of the first mushrooms to 
emerge in fall, often before the winter rains, this pumpkin colored 
mushroom is a harbinger of the holiday season. The botanical name 
Laetiporus means ‘bright spores’. When young this wavy edged 
mushroom is soft and fleshy and often exudes droplets of moisture. 
Growing quite large this mushroom can weigh up to thirty pounds and 
may be found on several spots on a tree. As it ages the color lightens to 
a tan or cream and the entire mushroom hardens and becomes brittle 
remaining on the tree for several months. Considered a parasite when 
found on living trees the mycelium, the vegetative body of the fungus, 
enters at a tree wound site digesting cellulose in the wood and weaken-
ing the overall structure of the tree. The orange shelf of the mushroom 
is the fruiting body of the mycelium. Brown rot, the damage that the 
mycelium causes, extends into the center and down into the roots of 
the tree.

Unless the mycelium is threatening the structure of a tree near a 
building, this bright orange mushroom should be seen as a wonderful 
example of how nature recycles dead and dying plants and provides 
habitat for wildlife. By softening the interior of tree trunks birds, 
animals and insects are able to bore into the soft decaying wood for 
nesting sites. Acorn Woodpeckers, Northern Flickers, Barn Owls, and 
Nuthatches are just a few of our local birds that rely on standing dead 
and dying wood for cavity nesting. If you find this mushroom growing 
near you please consider adding your observation to the website 
iNaturalist at www.inaturalist.org.

Sky Recorders

By Clarence Underwood

Up high in the sky planets and stars seem to fly.
In ancient times just like now, their movements
Were recorded and those seeing the records
Said wow! Non-stargazers not knowing where to
Look, take all the recorded information and put it
Into Astronomy books. Multiple languages it
Was all written in, some was very ancient others
Were closer in. Things like Egypt's Dendera Zodiac
Or Gobekli Tepe there in Turkey, stood as signs for us
To see. They needed a skywatchers to figure out what was
Seen. While there in  Mesopotamia Henry Layard had 
A dream. He dug up K8538 which was an ancient star map.
It records in cuneiform script a time long ago, where star were
In the sky and perhaps a comet was all a glow. Now we have a 
Book about it you know! Be it Hieroglyphs
Or Cuneiform or something else, we now have the
Knowledge to build a History of Astronomy for ourselves.

A replica of k8538, the original is found in the British Museum in London. 
Accord to Hempsell and Bond, 

this tablet records a celestial event which occurred some 5,000 years ago.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR  
Please contact the group you are interested in, to see if they are still meeting at this time.  

AA Meeting: Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in the basement of the Countryside Community Church in Espar to. 1 hour  open.  
Spanish AA:  Alcohólicos Anónimos: Detrás de El Toro. Los lunes, miércoles, y viernes a las 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Spanish Al-Anon: Spanish Al-Anon: Detrás de El Toro (26628 N. Grafton). Los Martes a las 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.  
Al-Anon:   Countryside Community Church on Tuesday from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Calvary Baptist Church: Meets Sunday’s at 11:00am at 26479 Grafton Street.  
Capay Valley Christian Fellowship: 11:00 a.m. adult Sunday school; 11:45 a.m. social; 12:10-1:10 worship/children’s Sunday School at the Guinda Community Church 
Capay Valley Fire Commission Meeting:  Meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Guinda Fire Station. 
Capay Valley Garden Club:   4th Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies, see Facebook page for  more information. 
Capay Valley General Plan Advisory Committee:  Meets every 1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Grange Hall in Guinda.  Open to all. 
Capay Valley Science Club, 4th Mondays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies. See Capay Valley Science Club"  Google Group for  information. 
Capay Valley Vision Board: Meets on the third Wednesday of every month at the Espar to Library at 6:30 p.m. (Meetings are OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.) 
Cottonwood Cemetery District: Will be meeting September 10, 2021 at 9 am in Room 204 at the Woodland Administration Building, 625 Court St. Woodland.  
Countryside Community Church: Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Worship Service and Sunday School.  
Esparto Ag Boosters: Meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Depar tment at the high school. 
Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee Planning Council:  Meets 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Espar to Regional Library. 
Esparto Community Services District: Meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
Esparto Family Practice: Open: Monday, Tuesday, and Fr iday from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Wednesday 2:00-6:00 p.m. and Thursday from 1:00-6:00 p.m. 
Esparto Food Distribution: Produce on the 2nd Monday and canned and dr ied foods on 4th Monday at the RISE office from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
Esparto High School Ag Boosters Meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Classroom at the high school. 
Esparto Lions Club Meeting:  Meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at the Boy Scout Cabin Social hour at 5:30pm, 6:00pm Dinner, For Zoom link, please call (787-3892) 
Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce: Meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday at 6:30 p.m, currently via Zoom. (For Zoom Link, please call (787-3242)) 
Esparto Unified School Board Meeting: Meets on the 4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in Room A-7 at the High School. 

Farm Stop Farmers’ Market: Open Friday’s (all summer long through October 1st) from 4 pm - 7 pm.  
Food Distribution at Countryside Community Church: Tuesday: 12:00 p.m.-6:00p.m; Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.; Friday: 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Friends of Esparto Regional Library Board of Directors’ Meeting:  The 2nd Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. (except for  July and November) at the Library 
Legal Services in Esparto: Free services offered on the 1st Thursdays of every other  month at the RISE office from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Call 787-4110   

  Guinda Community Church: Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m. 
Guinda Food Distribution: Produce distr ibution on the 2nd Monday and canned and dr ied goods on the 4th Monday from 10:00-11:00 a.m. at the Guinda   

 
 Grange 

 
Hall.

 

Homeschooling: Carly Castruita Gordon at (916) 616-5419. 
Madison Advisory Committee: 4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict. No meetings in May, November  or  December .

 Madison Community Committee: 3rd Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict.  
Madison Fire Commissioners Meeting: 1:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Madison Fire Depar tment at 17880 Stephens Street.  
Madison Food Closet: Open the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Services Distr ict Building 

 Madison  Service District Meeting: 3rd Thursday at 6:00 p.m. in the Distr ict office at 28963 Main Street in Madison.  
New Life Christian Center in Madison: Sunday Service at 11:00 a.m. with J r . Church for  ages 5-12. Home Bible Studies on Wednesday. 
On Fire Fellowship of Esparto: Sunday service at 9:00 a.m. Bible Study:Wed. at 6:30 p.m. Youth Group: Fr i.at 6:30 p.m.;Ladies:1st/3rd Tues.6:30p.m.

 RISE Collaborative Meeting: Currently held Via ZOOM on every 3rd Friday of the month (please call the RISE office for more information). 
Rumsey Improvement Association: Potluck dinner  and meeting on the 1st Monday. 6:00 p.m. social; 6:30 p.m. dinner ; 7:10 p.m. meeting at the Rumsey Hall

 St. Martin’s Catholic Mission Church: English Mass: 8:30 a.m. on Sundays; Spanish Mass: 7:00 p.m. on Saturdays at St. Martin’s Catholic Mission,  

 

25633 Grafton St.  
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): Western Yolo Post 7143, meets 1st Wednesday each month, at Post Home, Orleans St. and Highway 16.  
Western Yolo Grange: Meets on the 3rd Tuesday at 6:00:social, and 6:30 p.m.potluck dinner  and meeting at the Grange Hall at 16787 Forrest in Guinda.

 4 -H:  Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Community Center  in Espar to. 

Esparto Fire Commissioners Meeting: Meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6 pm at the Espart Fire Station.


