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Esparto Unified School District Open for In-Person Hybrid Learning

In March 2020, Esparto Unified School District switched over to a
distance learning model, due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. The school
year was unlike any other for everyone... teachers, students, and families.
The Senior Class of 2020 was devastated that they were not going to be
able to experience their Senior Year of high school. The Freshman class
was disappointed that they did not get to experience their first year of high
school. The Elementary students were unable to interact with their friends.
Middle Schoolers were unable to enjoy the vital years that prepare them
for high school. New students to the school district were unable to meet
fellow peers and build connections with others, and new teachers to the
school district were unable to build connections with their new students
whom they had never met before. FFA chapter members were unable to
raise animals for the Yolo County Fair, compete in competitions, participate in leadership events and experience the true FFA experience
In August of 2020, the 2020-2021 school year began on the
distance learning model yet again. Although many students were devastated to still be learning from home, most learned to make the best of the
situation. Clubs at school started having meetings via Zoom, and students..

Volume 23, Edition 5, May 2021

1

..began participating in virtual spirit days. The ASB class was
making monthly School News Update videos, which were posted
on social media for students to watch. Distance learning has been
tough on everyone.
Throughout all of this, students have been able to grow
and adapt to the new situations, and learn to work together as a
team during the unexpected. But, now on March 22 of 2021
Esparto Unified has opened for in-person instruction on a hybrid
schedule, meaning that there are two cohorts. One which works
online through distance learning in the afternoons, and the other,
which is doing in-person learning. Students are very happy and
excited to be back on campus. Many clubs are having meetings
in person. Some of the school’s sports are able to practice and
play games against other schools throughout the region.
Although these last two school years have been very different for
many students, teachers, and their families things are beginning
to brighten up for the Esparto Unified School District.
Written by Jose Trejo, Valley Voice Reporter

Youth VITA Volunteers

VALLEY VOICE AD RATES

CLASSIFIED ADS
25 WORDS FOR $10
DISPLAY ADS
Business-card size: $25 per month
1/4 page: $50 per month
1/2 page: $100 per month
Full page: $200 per month
For more information, and yearly discounts email
ValleyVoice@riseinc.org

The Valley Voice
P.O. Box 133
Esparto, CA 95627

A HUGE shout out to our awesome
VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Volunteers this year!
America Hernandez, Aldo Hernandez,
Diana Hernandez and Jose Trejo. Their
hard work and dedication to the VITA
program this year resulted in RISE,
Inc., completing over 325 Tax Returns
completely FREE to the Taxpayers!

For article inquires, send an e-mail message to Monique Preciado, Editor, at
ValleyVoice@riseinc.org For billing inquir ies or ad r ates, call (530) 787-4110. All
articles are due on/before the 20th of each month. Ads must be paid in advance
and accounts must be paid up to date by the 20th of each month. We reserve the right
to edit articles at our discretion, due to space limitations and other criteria. Articles
published do not necessarily express the views of the Valley Voice editor. The Valley
Voice is published monthly in partnership with Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation,
RISE, Inc., & Esparto Unified School District.

Valley Voice Subscription Form

Let all your friends and relatives know that for just $25 per year we will mail
them each month’s edition! This is a perfect way to keep up to date with all
the Capay Valley news and events. Complete the order below.

Name: ________________________________________
Mailing Address: _______________________________
City, State: _____________________________________
Phone Number:__________________________________
Please Select:
 One Year: $25.00 (12 editions)  Two Years: $50.00 (24 editions)

Please make checks out to RISE Inc. Mail to: RISE Inc. at P.O. Box 545, Esparto,
CA 95627 or drop off at the office at 57317 Fremont Street in Esparto.

You may also sign up for the RISE e-newsletter on the RISE, Inc. website at
www.riseinc.org. When you enter your e-mail address under the Get E-mail Updates, you
will receive our e-newsletter with links to the Valley Voice so you can read it online.

Summer Program
Dear Esparto Community members,
In continued response to the guidance provided by Yolo County
Health Officials, the Governor of California, and the Center for Disease
Control (CDC) regarding COVID-19, we are currently waiting to receive
further information on how we can continue to support our Esparto youth
this summer.
While contingency plans are being considered, we are well aware
that the RISE Summer Program may or may not occur under the most
recent safety modifications in place.
We will provide further updates via our RISE, Inc. social media
outlets, such as Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. You can also contact
Laura Guevara directly at (530) 908-1052 or via email at laura@riseinc.org
Please stay safe!
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Vanessa Anaya of Esparto High School FFA Chapter Elected as California FFA Central Region Vice
President At-Large.
Vanessa Anaya is a Junior at Esparto High School. She serves as the Esparto FFA Vice President and Yolo Section
President, where she governs over nine FFA chapters across Yolo County. Vanessa is a strong and passionate leader
in our organization. Her tenacity and adaptability has allowed her to thrive in the FFA organization. Vanessa is a
polished public speaker, she has proven herself to be an outstanding spokeswoman for the agriculture industry and
the FFA. She excels in competitive environments, both in FFA Career Development Events (CDE) and Leadership
Development Events (LDE). Vanessa has competed in competitions including Creed Public Speaking in which a
contestant must memorize and recite the five paragraphs of the FFA creed and respond to questions regarding the
changes and advancements in agriculture. She has also competed each year in the FFA Opening and Closing Ceremonies Contest. As a sophomore Vanessa competed in Prepared Public Speaking, in which she wrote a 500 word
speech on immigration reform to present to a panel of judges. Vanessa’s speech received high accolades and a sectional title. Vanessa is a founding member of the Esparto FFA Parliamentary Procedure team where she eloquently
debated current agriculture issues. She is an outstanding FFA member and a role model to her peers. Outside of her
FFA activities, Vanessa participates in a variety of clubs and organizations on campus and in the community including the Lions Club, Spanish Club, and the National Honors Society.
With such an impressive resume of accomplishments, Esparto FFA could not be more proud of our fellow FFA
member to serve as the Regional FFA Vice President At-Large. Vanessa will be governing the California FFA Central Region, which is made up of over twenty-six thousand members of the total ninety-five thousand members
across California. This is a tremendous honor and coveted responsibility, but we are confident the Central Region
FFA has chosen the right woman for the job! Vanessa continues to represent Esparto FFA and its members in the
best way. The chapter officer team, advisors, and members could not be more proud of her. Congratulations Vanessa
Anaya on your accomplishments!

Written and Submitted by Jose Trejo
Reporter, Esparto FFA
Reporter; Valley Voice Newspaper
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Christina (Christy) Goennier
Esparto Unified School District
Superintendent

Esparto Middle School News

End of Year Celebrations

Welcome to Spring!
By Sherrie Vann

We are rapidly approaching the end of the 2020-21 school year.
This year has been filled with many opportunities to grow as a
school community. We started our year in distance learning and
have been excited to be back in person since mid March. this
year has allowed us all to see the value of in-person learning
and also the value of technology. Anything done exclusively
does not provide the depth and complexity of learning by using
all the tools we have at our disposal.

Welcome to Spring! It is a magical time of year with the flowers
and trees in bloom and everything appears new once again. Here
at the Middle School we are excited to have many of our students
back on campus. It is great to see them all. Precautions are being
taken to keep students and staff safe, but more importantly, seeing
our kids is just good for our souls. We cannot describe how great it
feels to have the kids “back home”.

Madison High School’s graduation will be on Wednesday May
26th. Their ceremony will be held inside the EHS auditorium.

This May we will b e giving our kids California Assessment of
Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP). The English
Language Arts (ELA) test will be given on May 4 and 5. The Math
test will be given on May 11 and 12. Makeups will be done at a
later date. These tests will be given at school. If your child is on
Distance Learning, we will set up a day and time for them to come
on campus and take the test with the proper precautions put in
place for their safety. Please call Ms. Rodriguez if you have any
questions.

Esparto Middle School will celebrate their 8th graders during
the last week of May. Staff is working hard to determine what
the last week will look like.

The Bridge Crossing Ceremony and Esparto Middle School
Campus tour will take place on May 24th. All social distancing
measures will be in place. Due to the regulations parents will not
be allowed to attend. It will be shared via our school social media.

Esparto Elementary School’s 5th graders will celebrate their
transition into middle school at the bridge ceremony on Monday
May 24th.

Class scheduling begins for our incoming 6th - 8th graders. This is
a chance for kids to pick their elective classes for next year. Please
be on the lookout for this email request.

We look forward to starting the 2021-22 school year on August
11, 2021 five days a week and full days. Have an amazing
summer and stay safe.

Don’t forget! The last day of school is May 28th.

Esparto High School’s graduation will be in-person on Friday,
May 28th. This year with all of the restrictions there will be a
limited capacity so family and friends will need to reserve a
place to celebrate our graduates’ accomplishments.
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Esparto Elementary News

Countryside Community Church

Support Reading and Literacy at Home
Sherrie Van - Principal

In partnership with

This summer, your child can use Lexia® Core5® Reading at home. Core5 is a fun,
computer-based program that has helped millions of students improve their literacy
skills. The activities in Core5 support and build on your childs’s classroom curriculum
and focus on developing reading skills in six areas: phonological awareness, phonics,
structural analysis, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.
Here’s how Lexia Core5 Reading works:
• Your child begins Core5 at a starting point that fits his or her needs.
• Online activities include direct instruction and immediate feedback as your
child learns new skills.
• Progress and performance in the online activities is saved and available for
teacher review
• During the school year, your child has the opportunity to participate in
collaborative, hands-on activities to reinforce skills introduced online and
further develop learning.

Hours of operation (Horas de operacion):

Tuesday (Martes) 2p-5p
Friday (Viernes) 2p-5p

Please come on by (por favor vengan)

Over the summer, you can support progress in the program by reading daily with your
child and talking about what you have read. We hope you share in our excitement
about using Core5 with your child this summer!
Getting started is easy!
1. To use on a computer, go to www.lexiacore5.com
2. To use on an iPad or Android device, download the free Lexia Core5
Reading app.
3. The first time your child uses Core5 at home, you may need to help set up
by entering the teacher email shown below. Your child can then log in with
the username and password that is used at school.
4. It is important that your child works independently while using Core5
5. Your child can spend 20 to 30 minutes per week using Core5 at home
during summer months.

Volume 23, Edition 5, May 2021

The countryside Community Church
has changed its Food Closet Hours.

5

Come Join

Burger Thursday Hours:
10:00am - 1:30pm

Single Cheese Burger Meal (chips & beverage included)
$9.00
Double Cheese Burger Meal (chips & beverage included)
$10.50
26797 St. Hwy 16, Esparto, CA 95627
(530) 787-1740

Manas Ranch
Fred and Alice Manas, Owners
25838 County Road 21A
Esparto California 95627
(530) 787-3228
Fax: 787-1878
fjmanas@sbcglobal.net

“THE BEST PEACHES IN THE WEST”
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Need Help?
St. Vincent de Paul
is available to help
those in need.

For more information call (530) 312-8967

Welcome to
St. Martin De Porres
Catholic Mission Church

25633 W. Grafton Street – Esparto, CA 95627

Join us in our celebrations of the Holy Mass
Mass Schedule
Saturday 7:00 p.m. Spanish
Sunday 8:30 a.m. English
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Bilingual
Confession
Sunday 8:00 a.m.—8:20 a.m.
Come to me, all you who labor and are
burdened, and I will give you rest.
(Matthew 11:28)

Parish Office
51 Main Street, Winters, CA. 95694
(530)795-2230
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Madison Community Food Closet Distribution
The Madison Community Committee Food Closet new distribution dates are the second and fourth Monday of each month from
4:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
(Submitted by Rachel de la Cruz)

FERL (Friends of the Esparto Regional Library)

~Hello Seniors~
I Hope you all have a great summer!
I am so glad I had the opportunity to
spend time with you the last four years!
I will miss you all!
Remember - “Everyday is a New Day”
Susan
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Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee
April 20, 2021

What’s A Drought?
As we near the end of April, seasonal rainfall stands at 6.25”
here at Taber’s Corner, less than a third of the average of
21.57”. The lowest full season total since our records began in
1889 came in 1975-76 at 6.08” which was followed by the
current second lowest total of 8.44” for 1976-77. That two-season total of 14.52” is by far the lowest; there are five seasons
with tow-year totals in the range of 25”. Since 2019-20 had
only 11.00’ our two year total at present is 17.25” which would
be the second driest two-year span by almost six inches. For
2018-19 we received 37.45” of rain, more that twice what we
have received for the next two years combined. Seems like a
long time ago.

Submitted by Harmon Taber

ECAC Update:
The Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee (ECAC) met April 20 to receive a presentation on
the Yolo County General Plan’s 2021-2029 Housing Element update. The Sacramento
region’s allocation of new housing for the unicorporatied area of Yolo County is 57 units
(compared to 362 in the previous element), of which 14 are Very Low-Income and 9 are
Low-Income units. The County is asking for community input via a survey and upcoming
workshops. To get more information or participate in the survey please go to https://www.yolocounty.org/government/general-government-departments/community-services/planning-division/housing-element-update
The county representative also addressed the plan for four fourplexes on the strip of land
north of the Esperanza Crossing apartments and west of the Story property, and the proposed
condo conversion of dual duplexes on Woodland Ave between Orleans and Omega. Additionally, the committee agreed to start submitting an article in the Valley Voice following each
meeting.
The ECAC meets on the third Tuesday evening of each month, as needed. (Meetings are
currently held via ZOOM.) To receive notices of upcoming meetings, including agendas and
minutes, you can subscribe via the Yolo County website (https://www.yolocounty.org/government/advanced-components/subscribe)
The Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee is appointed by the Board of Supervisors to act as
advisors to the Planning Commission concerning land use matters. The opinions expressed
by this committee are not necessarily those shared by the Planning, Resources, and Public
Works Department.

Submitted by G. Moris, ECAC Secretary
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Retirement of Ruth McMillan
First I would like to sincerely thank my husband, my family and my customers
and wonderful friends for all the support and encouragement over the last 46
years. The first five years were spent at the Looking Glass Salon, on Main Street,
working for Jill Maier in 1975. After a severe rainstorm in December of 1979, the
roof and ceiling in her shop was pouring water through the light fixtures. Jill
talked to her landlord and he would not agree to pay for any repairs. She closed
her shop in December 31st of 1979.
After searching for available space on Main Street, we were able to rent the Old
Bank Building. I started work on February 3, 1980, after some paint and reparis
to what was used as the waiting area for the Doctor’s office. It took tow years of
family and friends working to tear out and remodel the entire inside of the
building. We rented his building for 17 years and in 1998, we were able to
purchase the building from the Burris Family.
Being a hairdresser has some weird advantages. You pull the comb through
someone’s hair and their stories start coming out of their mouths! Sometimes
good; sometimes not so good!

Susan Disney Wittman, to retire from RISE, Inc.
After eight years of dedicated service to RISE, Incorporated and
the community, Susan Wittman, RISE Senior Program Coordinator, is setting her sights on a well-deserved retirement, and spending time with family and friends. Susan began her career at RISE,
Incorporated working at our After School Program as a Youth
Engagement Leader. Then went on to working at our Preschool
(SunRISE), and running our town’s local food closet. But most of
all, she has dedicated much of her career to running our Senior
Citizen Program. RISE, Inc. and the community have benefited
greatly from Susan’s leadership and passion to provide help and
assistance to those in the community. She has been a great asset to
RISE and our community. Her retirement is bittersweet, we will
really miss her, but we are excited for what retirement will bring
her. Good luck in your retirement!
Written by Jose Trejo, Reporter, Esparto FFA

Years back, there was a group of older ladies who were great finds to one another. They would go to lunch each month and celebrate the birthdays of the month.
In Memory of
One of the ladies in the group came in to get her hair done and shared they were
An extraordinary women passed away on March 21st. Few
going, on Friday, to the Bowling Alley in Woodland for their birthday luncheon. I will know of her personally but many will know of her family’s names
spoke up and said “You ladies need to make some phone calls because I just herd as the Zentners and Storys have long been residents here in the Capay
you were all going to Vacaville for your lunceon.” The next week, I got credit for Valley.
She was born Veon Dee Story here in 1918. That’’s right she
saving the Birthday Luncheon! I was a HERO!
I could go on forever about what I’ve seen and herd on Main Street in the past 46
years, but I hope to write a book - so stay tuned!!!
Thank you again ESPARTO!!! Best place in the world!!!

Submitted by ERCC

Photo Credit to Renee with “Little
Butter Bean” Photography.
Best wishes and success to other
Salons in town!
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was 102! Her parents settled here years ago in a little house they built
on the north side of town. Her father George was the postman for many
years and her mother Helen loved photography and gardening.
After graduating from Esparto High School in 1936 Veon
enrolled in an art school in Berkeley which began a long love of
painting that later parlayed into a rental business with 3 friends and
many awards for her work.
She returned to Esparto and married her School sweet heart
Craig Zentner who graduated in 1935. Craig got a job at McClellen Air
Force Base so they moved to Sacramento and raised 3 boys, Phil, Paul,
Glenn, and a daughter Lisa.
She leaves a brother George married to Isabel Durst, her 3
sons, 8 grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren and 3 great-great grandchildren. Her daughter Lisa preceded her in passing.
She lived a simple life which may have contributed to her long
life. Or perhaps it was the screwdriver she enjoyed occasionally. She
loved her family and always had their best interests foremost. She is
now buried at the Capay Cemetary beside h er beloved Craig. Rest in
peace Veon. We love you and miss you.
Submitted by Wendy Zenter
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 19, 2021

Contact: Jenny Tan, Public Information Officer
Email: jenny.tan@yolocounty.org

Yolo County Adds New Phone Line to Simplify Residents’ Access to Local Assistance Programs
Woodland, CA – The Yolo County Health and Human Services Agency (HHSA) has launched a new, consolidated phone line designed
to simplify access to HHSA’s many programs for residents. The toll-free phone line is available in English, Spanish and Russian and can
be reached by dialing 1-833-744-HHSA (1-833-744-4472) with automated transfer options available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
The new number provides quick and easy access to services for callers who do not know how to reach the programs or services directly.
Implementing this central phone number is a step towards building a “no wrong door” approach and ensuring barrier-free access to
HHSA’s services. Direct phone numbers remain active and callers may continue to use those if they already know how to reach their
desired program or service.
“Our community is struggling, and it is the mission of Yolo County Health & Human Services to support our residents in need,” said
Yolo County HHSA Director Karen Larsen. “The new phone number aids us in our goal of reducing obstacles and barriers for Yolo
County residents to receive the services they need.”
Yolo County residents can use the new number to connect with HHSA programs, including:
• HHSA office locations in Woodland, West Sacramento, Davis and Winters
• Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Access Line (24-hour)
• Service Center eligibility programs, including Medi-Cal, CalFresh, Cash Assistance for Families, General Assistance and
Refugee Cash Assistance
• Employment and business-related services
• Reporting of child abuse and neglect (24-hour) and additional Child Welfare Services
• Adult Protective Services (24-hour) and additional Adult and Aging programs, including In Home Supportive Services, Public
Authority, Public Guardian, Veterans Services and Behavioral Health Services
• Pregnant or Parenting Services, including WIC, Breastfeeding, Car Seat Safety, Lead Poisoning, the Nurse Home Visiting
program and Perinatal Hepatitis
• Other Community Health programs, including Emergency Medical Services, Tobacco Prevention, Oral Heath and Infectious
Disease
• COVID-19 Public Information Line and COVID-19 Provider Hotline
HHSA provides services that advance our mission of ensuring Yolo County residents are healthy, safe and economically stable. Yolo
County residents are encouraged to connect with HHSA at 1-833-744-HHSA or online at the Yolo County HHSA webpage to discover
additional information and to inquire about services they are eligible for.
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Area Food Distributions

RISE, Inc. manages several food distributions each month in Esparto. Madison
Community Committee sponsors a Food Closet in Madison 2x a month. A Food Closet is also held in the Guinda Grange Hall 2 x a month (2nd and 4th Mondays). Below
is a summary of these opportunities. They are also announced in other places in this
paper. (Call RISE office 787- 4110 for more information)
Food Bank Give - Away on the 4 th Monday of each month at the RISE office from
10:00 a.m. -12:00 noon. Free produce distribution on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays at the
RISE office from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
The Food Closet is open at the Countryside Community Church on Tuesdays
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m., and on Fridays from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
The Madison Food Closet is open on the 2 nd and 4 th Monday’s of each month from
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.to Madison residents.
Guinda Food Distribution every 2nd & 4th Monday’s from 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m
Free produce, meat, dairy, groceries and dry goods. Held at the Guinda Grange Hall.
Countryside Community Church Food Distribution on Sundays at 10:00.

Eat Well Yolo Distribution
When: 1st and 3rd Thursday
Where: RISE, Inc. office
17313 Fremont St.,
Esparto
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
1 PER HOUSEHOLD /
BRING YOUR OWN BAG
Any Family in Esparto or
Capay Valley are Welcome!
Submitted by RISE Staff

Eat Well Yolo Distribution
Cuando: 1er y 3er Jueves del mes
Donde: La Oficina de RISE
17313 Fremont Street
Esparto
Hora: 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
1 POR FAMILIA
TRAIGA BOLSA
Familias en Esparto y
Capay Valley son Bienvenidas

The Valley Voice email address:
valleyvoice@RISEinc.org
Send your articles, and contributions to this address.
If there are any changes to programs, meetings, ads, etc.
Please let us know.

Submitted by RISE Staff

Food Distribution in Guinda

2nd & 4tth Monday’s from 10:00 am - 11:00 am. Free produce, meat, dairy,
groceries
and dry goods. Held at the Guinda Grange Hall.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Press contact: Rebecca Boyles, Director of Customer Care and Marketing
530-446-2750 | info@valleycleanenergy.org

VALLEY CLEAN ENERGY JOINS CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY POWER
DAVIS, Calif. (April 22, 2021) — Valley Clean Energy is pleased to announce that it has joined nine other Community Choice Aggregation programs (CCAs) across
California in a new Joint Powers Authority (JPA), California Community Power. Membership in this JPA enables CCAs to achieve their ambitious climate and
resilience goals in a cost-effective manner by combining their purchasing power.
The new JPA serves more than 2 million customers in more than 140 municipalities from Humboldt to Santa Barbara. Member CCAs include Valley Clean Energy,
Central Coast Community Energy, East Bay Community Energy, MCE, Peninsula Clean Energy, Redwood Coast Energy Authority, San Jose Clean Energy, Silicon
Valley Clean Energy, Sonoma Clean Power and CleanPowerSF.
“This new agreement allows us to join forces with other community choice aggregators like us to go after a share of clean power deals that might be too big to make
sense for us alone,” said Dan Carson, chair of the VCE board of directors and a member of the Davis City Council.
“For example, this new agreement would enable us to join with other CCAs to procure energy resources from long-term storage facilities that will complement our
use of solar generation in peak periods during the day,” Carson added. “It is another critical piece of our efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that pose a
danger to our community and our planet.”
Under the JPA structure, CCA members choose which projects to participate in. Each CCA is represented on the board of directors, which operates as a public entity
with open and transparent meetings in compliance with the Brown Act.
“Over the years, as the CCA movement has grown, there has been an increase of CCA joint procurement efforts for large-scale renewables and energy storage
projects,” said Beth Vaughan, executive director of the California Community Choice Association (CalCCA).
“The creation of California Community Power represents a truly community-led approach to advancing cleaner energy, greater reliability and reduced costs for
ratepayers.”
Added Girish Balachandran, California Community Power board chair and Silicon Valley Clean Energy CEO, “With the addition of Valley Clean Energy, California
Community Power will be able to extend our benefits to even more customers. Together, we are advancing innovative solutions to reliably and affordably transition
to a decarbonized grid.”
The JPA structure safeguards members from additional liabilities so there is no added risk, said Mitch Sears, VCE’s interim general manager, who will be the local
agency’s designee for the California Community Power board.
“Therefore, the VCE board of directors will have the opportunity to fully consider the benefits, obligations and risks of each California Community Power project
that VCE may want to join,” Sears added.

Valley Clean Energy is Yolo County’s Community Choice Aggregation program, dedicated to providing clean, affordable electricity to its customers in the cities of
Woodland, Davis and Winters as well as unincorporated Yolo County.
For more information about VCE, visit www.valleycleanenergy.org or call 855-699-8232.
###
About VCE: Valley Clean Energy is a not-for-profit public agency formed to provide electrical generation service to customers in Woodland, Davis, Winters and the
unincorporated areas of Yolo County. Its mission is to source cost-competitive clean electricity while providing product choice, price stability, energy efficiency,
greenhouse gas emission reductions and reinvestment in the communities it serves.
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Post Conjunction
By Clarence G. Underwood
From Winter to Spring the planets do their thing. As they
orbit in the sky here setting in the Winter and rising in the
Spring. Looking up one can see that some are speedy while
other pace slowly around their orbital ring. The planets
move at different speeds as they move around the sun again
and again! Picture 1 is in the Winter of 2020 right after
Jupiter and Saturn had a close conjunction. They are sinking
in the west as they are moving out of our view. It is evening! Picture 2 is of Jupiter and Saturn rising in the east
almost a half a year after the conjunction. Jupiter and Saturn
have moved apart. In both images Jupiter is the brighter
object. 2021 we’ll see these two planets move even further
apart! Happy planet watching!

Capay Valley Flora, Fauna and Farm series
From Capay Valley Regeneration
Fremont’s Cottonwood Tree
Pamela Bateman
Fremont’s Cottonwood, Populus fremontii, provides habitat for
many animals living in the Capay Valley. Raptors use this tree
for nesting and roosting and beavers use the trunks and branches of the tree for building dams. The bark and new growth are a
food source for beavers, deer, rabbits and others. Insects are
attracted to the cottonwood and they in turn provide food for
birds. Native to California and the southeastern United States it
can be found growing along Cache Creek in the Capay Valley
and anywhere else where the soil is moist. The leaves of the tree
are heart shaped with an elongated tip. Cottonwoods are dioecious, meaning male and female flowers are found on different
plants. Male plants have rust colored catkins or flowers and
females have bright green catkins. After pollination the female
produces a drooping cluster of egg shaped capsules that burst
open to spread the tiny individual seeds. The seeds, which are
surrounded by small white hairs, resemble cotton and enable the
seeds to drift in the wind. Cottonwoods are also fast growing
and under the right conditions can grow ten to twenty feet a
year. They can live up to one hundred thirty years and even
after dying the trunk becomes a home for bats, raccoons and
sometime bears. Native people used the buds and bark medicinally, the branches for basketry and the wood for tools. Early
settlers knew that when they saw cottonwoods int he distance
they would find water in the same location.

Submitted by Pamela Bateman

Picture 1 taken 5:52 pm
Dec. 23, 2020

Picture 2 taken 5:41 am
April 17, 2021

Image credit to Clarence Underwood

Fremont’s Cottonwood
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Please contact the group you are interested in, to see if they are still meeting at this time.
AA Meeting: Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in the basement of the Countr yside Community Chur ch in Espar to. 1 hour open.
Spanish AA: Alcohólicos Anónimos: Detrás de El Toro. Los lunes, miércoles, y viernes a las 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Spanish Al-Anon: Spanish Al-Anon: Detrás de El Toro (26628 N. Grafton). Los Martes a las 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Al-Anon: Countr yside Community Chur ch on Tuesday fr om 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Calvary Baptist Church: Meets Sunday’s at 11:00am at 26479 Grafton Street.
Capay Valley Christian Fellowship: 11:00 a.m. adult Sunday school; 11:45 a.m. social; 12:10-1:10 worship/children’s Sunday School at the Guinda Community Church
Capay Valley Fire Commission Meeting: Meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Guinda Fir e Station.
Capay Valley Garden Club: 4th Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies, see Facebook page for mor e infor mation.
Capay Valley General Plan Advisory Committee: Meets ever y 1st Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Gr ange Hall in Guinda. Open to all.
Capay Valley Science Club, 4th Mondays, 6:00 p.m., location var ies. See Capay Valley Science Club" Google Gr oup for infor mation.
Capay Valley Vision Board: Meets on the thir d Wednesday of ever y month at the Espar to Libr ar y at 6:30 p.m. (Meetings ar e OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.)
Cottonwood Cemetery District: Will be meeting May 7, 2021 at 9 am in the Cao Conference room 203, 625 Court St. Woodland.
Countryside Community Church: Sundays at 9:00 a.m. Wor ship Ser vice and Sunday School.
Esparto Ag Boosters: Meets on the 3r d Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Depar tment at the high school.
Esparto Citizens Advisory Committee Planning Council: Meets 3r d Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Espar to Regional Libr ar y.
Esparto Community Services District: Meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Esparto Family Practice: Open: Monday, Tuesday, and Fr iday fr om 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Wednesday 2:00-6:00 p.m. and Thursday from 1:00-6:00 p.m.
Esparto Food Distribution: Pr oduce on the 2nd Monday and canned and dr ied foods on 4th Monday at the RISE office fr om 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Esparto High School Ag Boosters Meets on the thir d Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Classr oom at the high school.
Esparto Lions Club Meeting: Meets on the 1st and 3r d Thur sdays at the Boy Scout Cabin Social hour at 5:30pm, 6:00pm Dinner, For Zoom link, please call (787-3892)
Esparto Regional Chamber of Commerce: Meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday at 6:30 p.m, currently via Zoom. (For Zoom Link, please call (787-3242))
Esparto Unified School Board Meeting: Meets on the 4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in Room A-7 at the High School.
Esparto Fire Commissioners Meeting: Meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6 pm at the Espart Fire Station.
Farm Stop Farmers’ Market: Wednesday fr om 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.; Fir st Sunday of month fr om 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Food Distribution at Countryside Community Church: Tuesday: 12:00 p.m.-6:00p.m; Wednesday: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.; Friday: 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friends of Esparto Regional Library Board of Directors’ Meeting: The 2nd Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. (except for J uly and November ) at the Libr ar y
Legal Services in Esparto: Fr ee ser vices offer ed on the 1st Thur sdays of ever y other month at the RISE office fr om 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Call 787-4110
Guinda Community Church: Sunday Ser vice at 9:00 a.m.
Guinda Food Distribution: Pr oduce distr ibution on the 2nd Monday and canned and dr ied goods on the 4th Monday fr om 10:00-11:00 a.m. at the Guinda Grange
Hall.
Homeschooling: Car ly Castr uita Gor don at (916) 616-5419.
Madison Advisory Committee: 4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Ser vices Distr ict. No meetings in May, November or December .
Madison Community Committee: 3r d Thur sday at 6:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Ser vices Distr ict.
Madison Fire Commissioners Meeting: 1:00 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Madison Fir e Depar tment at 17880 Stephens Str eet.
Madison Food Closet: Open the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month fr om 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the Madison Community Ser vices Distr ict Building
Madison Service District Meeting: 3rd Thursday at 6:00 p.m. in the Distr ict office at 28963 Main Str eet in Madison.
New Life Christian Center in Madison: Sunday Ser vice at 11:00 a.m. with J r . Chur ch for ages 5-12. Home Bible Studies on Wednesday.
On Fire Fellowship of Esparto: Sunday ser vice at 9:00 a.m. Bible Study:Wed. at 6:30 p.m. Youth Gr oup: Fr i.at 6:30 p.m.;Ladies:1st/3r d Tues.6:30p.m.
RISE Collaborative Meeting: Currently held Via ZOOM on every 3rd Friday of the month (please call the RISE office for more information).
Rumsey Improvement Association: Potluck dinner and meeting on the 1st Monday. 6:00 p.m. social; 6:30 p.m. dinner ; 7:10 p.m. meeting at the Rumsey Hall
St. Martin’s Catholic Mission Church: English Mass: 8:30 a.m. on Sundays; Spanish Mass: 7:00 p.m. on Satur days at St. Mar tin’s Catholic Mission,
25633 Grafton St.
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW): Wester n Yolo Post 7143, meets 1st Wednesday each month, at Post Home, Or leans St. and Highway 16.
Western Yolo Grange: Meets on the 3r d Tuesday at 6:00:social, and 6:30 p.m.potluck dinner and meeting at the Gr ange Hall at 16787 For r est in Guinda.
4-H: Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Community Center in Espar to.
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